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was divided upon this point. G-eneral Weaver
was chosen chairman of the delegates favoring
Bryan, and of the "steering committee" to
canvass delegates upon their arrival and to do
missionary work among them. The results of
these efforts were shown in the election of Allen
as permanent chairman by a vote of 758 to 564,
and the appointment of "Weaver as chairman of
the committee on resolutions.

The next conflict between the two groups
came over the nomination of a candidate for the
Vice Presidency. Arthur Sewall of Maine,
Bryan's running mate upon the national ticket,
was an eastern bank president, and had been
known as a free silver man only about a year.
He was a man of wealth and a director in rail-
road and other corporations. His selection was
a matter of political expediency, and was not
favorably regarded by the rank and file of the
Democrats. The Populists rejected him alto-
gether, and nominated in his place Thomas B.
Watson of Georgia. After this action Bryan's
candidacy was endorsed by a vote of 1042 out
of about 1300 delegates.305 The nomination of
a separate candidate for the Vice Presidency
showed the existence of a strong minority in
the party opposed to Weaver's policy of alli-
ance with the Democrats, and it was this
minority that constituted the Populist party
after 1896. The majority were absorbed into